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Hi Everyone,

It’s International Women’s Day on the 8th March. We are celebrating 100 years of women’s achievements.

Below is one of our pioneers

Emma Millar died in Toowoomba in January 1917. Flags flew at half-mast over trades halls as a mark of respect for the 'grand old lady of labour'. These words in a moving obituary summed her work in Queensland over 38 years as a Women's Rights Activist and Unionist. 

﻿Emma Miller and family came to Brisbane as assisted passengers in March 1878. She came from Derbyshire where her family had questioned social order and fought for improved conditions for the working class. 

The 1880's were boom years in Queensland with goldfields and wool, leading to an influx of overseas money. The conditions of women working as domestics, outworkers, milliners, tailoresses, dressmakers and shop assistants were appalling, and their wages were lower than those of men. Women workers were alienated from the trade union movement and no woman had the right to vote. 

Emma believed that workers - regardless of gender - should be paid for the work done and she pushed for, and supported the Brisbane Women's Union in 1890. She became a key witness for the sweatshop workers and highlighted sweatshop conditions to the Commission in 1891, exposing the sweatshops and bringing them under the scrutiny of government, and the union movement. 

﻿In 1894, the Women’s' Equal Franchise Association was formed. 'One woman, one vote' was the platform. Emma became president and remained WEFA's leader until Queensland women gained the vote in 1905. 

﻿In 1913, aged 74, Emma became a member of the Workers' Educational association with an aim of education for the working people. She also continued to campaign across Queensland for political candidates, travelling to country electorates in distant places of Queensland to speak. During one of these campaigns in the Murilla electorate, a poet was inspired to capture people's feelings for her, in verse. 

﻿This is a short history of an indominitable woman. A life size bust of Emma is presently on display at the Trades and Labour Hall. It once stood in King  George  Square, but has been moved because of the reconstructions. 

﻿As we celebrate International Women’s Day for 2011, we'd like to end this tribute to Emma Miller.

By asking what does this day mean to you. 

And also visit the
<http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/23626/2ddzm39/1371004/1b9ff2ryz.html>  tribute gallery 

We re-commence our sessions on Monday the 28th March 2011. 

In the mean time you can find more about us at
http://www.yourthyroidandyou.org/ladypause  

And for information on what's happening at OWN follow the link to
http://www.ownqld.net.au
Jacqui Geen Ladypause Peer support Network

